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For Zion's sake will I not hold my Peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 
until the Righteousness thereof go forth as brightness and the Salvation thereof as a 


LAMP THAT BURNETH. = Javad, 


LNT. 1. 


Editorial. 


THE HOLY SEE. 


Mother of Martyrs, 
Beloved of Saints, 

Queen of The Nations 
That enter Thy gates. 


Hope of The Poor Man, 
Guardian of Kings, 
Outpost of Heaven, 
Where GOD'S voice rings. 


Strike, great Archangel, 

** For the LAMB, for the Bride,” 
Shall the Spouse be defamed, 

And the King’s wrath hide ¢ 


Joy of Confessors 
Seraphim, Powers, 

Blest be the Watchmen, 
That guard Thy towers, 


T 
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One truth of vast moment which All Saints’ 
Day presses home, is this, the vocation of every 
baptized child of GOD is to become a Saint. Why 
are real Saints so scarce in the world to-day? 
Not because Divine Grace is wanting, but be- 
cause men have lost the heavenly vision and no 
more struggle to follow the crucified. Saints 
outside the cloister, saints in the market place, 
saints in the home, saints in the factories, 
schools and professional walks of — life—once 
these abounded and if men heeded the teaching 
of All Saints’ Day they would abound again. It 
is the call of CHRIST. Harken and follow 
JESUS in the way. 





ROME OR ST. PETERSBURGH. 


Now that it is daily becoming more and more 
manifest what all along has been the “Divinely 
determined Terminus ad Quem of the Oxford 
Movement, viz. Corporate Reunion with the 
Holy See of Peter, certain of our 
High Church brethren are straining every nerve 
to switch off the Home-bound Express from the 
main line on to a side track running in an easter- 
ly direction and terminating at St. Petersburgh. 
In plain English, speaking without a metaphor, 
a Russian Propaganda has been inaugurated to 
counteract, and if possible, defeat the Providen- 
tial trend of Anglo-Catholicism towards reunion 
with Rome. = 


We are by no means disposed to belittle the 
significance or importance of this Oriental Move- 
ment; we see in it a formidable rival to the 
cause of true Catholic Unity and we desire to 
put those, who look to the Rock of Peter, on theit 
guard against it. The question of Reunion with 
the so called Orthodox Churches of the East 
would be greatly simplified if they only had mci 
Unity among themselves. We fear those An-li- 
cans who rave over the Greek Church with her 
hundred million adherents have formed an ideal 
of Orthodox Unity, which is an utter fiction out- 
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side of Anglican controversial writings and the 
imaginations which are — inflamed thereby 
“It will be remembered,” says the Editor of the 
Lizing Church, “that the Eastern communion 
like the Anglican communion, consists of several 
autonomous national Churches, witch Churches 
show perhaps greater divergences among them- 
selves than do any tivo of the autonomous 
Churches of the Anglican communion.” 

\s far back as the time of Pope Gregory the 
Great i. ¢. about the vear 600 A. D. the Patriarch 
of Constantinople assumed the tithe of Universal 
Bishop, and he calls himself Ecumencial (1. ¢. 
Universal) Patriarch still, although time and the 
Turk have left him a very small sphere indeed 
over which to exercise his “ Universal” jurisdic- 
tion. But what does the great: National Chureh 
of Russia think of the claims of Constantinople 
to be the capital of Orthodox Christendom? Be 
ing the daughter of the Church of Constanti- 
to her 


nople, does she duly honor and defer 


ecclesiastical mother and acknowledge her super 


ior authority? Not she! Overgrown Russia, 


searcely old enough in the family of churches 


to wear long dresses, is vet so lifted up with the 
sense of her own territorial bigness that she holds 
herself quite independent and superior to her 
poor, Turk-ridden Mother, once proud Queen of 


the last. 
RUSSIA'S REPLY TO CONSTANTINOPLE. 


In the September Lamp we referred to the let- 
ter on Church Unity which the Patriareh of Con- 
stantinople addressed to the Holy Synod of Rus- 
sia. Chastened by adversity Joachim and his 
colleagues of the Greek Patriarchate seem to 
have been actuated by a real desire to make some 
friendly advances towards Rome, 
among other things that they give up the tradi- 
tional calendar of the Orthodox and adopt the 
Gregorian or Roman instead. 
Holy Synod, signed by the “Metropolitans of 
Moscow and St. Petersburgh is conclusive evi- 
dence to the effect, first that there is no real unity 
in the East; second, that the Holy Synod regards 
the Russian Church as the infallible pillar of 
Orthodoxy, communion with which is necessary 


proposing 
| terprises among the 
| church. Their spiritual pride has been unendurable. 


The reply of the * 
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to be in the Ark of Salvation; third, that Roman 
Catholic and Anglican alike must repent of their 
heresy and come bending the knee to the Czar 
of all the Russias if they would be reunited to 
the One, Catholic and Apostolic Church -of 
CHRIST: fourth, that Russia has no use for the 
Old Catholics and fifth, that although the case of 
* the ritualistic branch of the Anglican Church ” 
is a trifle more hopeful than the rest of Western 
Christianity that even here “the influence of 
Calvinism is still too strong.” That our readers 
may verify the foregoing conclusions by reading 
the Holy Synod’s actual words we submit. the 
following translation, for which we are indebted 
to the Literary Digest: 

The Holy Synod certainly recognizes it as desira- 
ble that the various branches of the church should 
unite. But conditions do not seem favorable,. Even 
between the different branches of the Orthodox 
church it is scarcely possible to arrange conventions 
or conferences, on account of national and territorial 
divisions, and at present it would seem that the pro- 
ject can be turthered only by an exchange of views 
through the medium of the public press. In refer- 
ence to our relations to the Roman Catholic and the 
Protestant churches, it can only be repeated that the 
Holy Synod will in the future, as in the past, pray 
that these branches of Christendom may be reunited 
to the original church, and that they may repent ol 
their heresy and return; for the Orthodox church is 
the one Catholic and Apostolic church from which 
the others have in their error departed. It is only in 
this way that better relations can be established be 
tween the Orthodox church and the Western 
churches. Neither of these churches has shown any 
friendy feeling toward the Orthodox church. Roman 
Catholics have for centuries declared it to be their 
fixed purpose to bring the Orthodox church into sub- 
jection to the Pope; and Protestants, thoroughly 
misunderstanding the spiritual life of Christianity, 
have charged the Orthodox church with being spirit- 
ually dead and unproductive of vital Christianity, 
and have in addition been engaged in proselyting en- 
adherents of the Orthodox 


and offers but little hope for reunion. Nor is the Old 
Catholic Church in much better condition, since the 
present leaders of that section of the church are 
almost entirely under the influence of Protestant 
theological thought. The only part of Western Chris- 
tianity with which a closer communion seems possi- 
ble is the ritualistic branch of the Anglican church, 


althought here, too, the influence of Calvinism is 


still too strong. 
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RIVAI CLAIMANTS. 

Thus we see that if Rome claims to be the 
Mother and Mistress of all Churches and de- 
mands all, who seek communion with her, full 
submission to the Sovereign Pontiff the claims of 
St. Petersburgh are hardly less exalted nor the 
terms of communion she proposes hardly more 
flattering to Anglican self esteem. 

We are quite familiar with the scriptural and 
Rome. bases her 
With the utmost 
confidence she rests her case upon the saying of 
the Son of GOD to Bar-jona, “ Thou 
art Peter and on this Rock I will build My 
Church and I will give unto thee the keys of 
the Kingdom of Heaven.” 
from Blessed Peter has inherited sovereign au- 
thority as the Vicar of CHRIST and rules the 
Church of GOD not by virtue of the political 


historical grounds on which 
claim of universal jurisdiction. 


Simon 


The Bishop of Rome 


~greatness of the City of the Caesars but simply 
because St. Peter under the 
HOLY GHOST chose to place the throne of the 
Fisherman hard by the palace of Augustus, calm- 
ly awaiting the day when Caesar should give 
~place to the Crucified and the Eternal City be 
come the capital of CHRIST'S worldwide king 
dom. 

Grant that the Bishop of Rome as St. Veter’s 
successor, is the Vicar of CITRIST and straight 
way the Chair of his authority becomes the Cen 
tre of Catholic Unity, and, Jure Dizine, there can 
be no other. 

But the Holy Synod of Russia asserts the con 
trary and would have us unite with the Orthodox 
as the one Catholic Church of Divine \uthority, 
free from all error. It is a magnificent assump- 
tion but what proofs can the Holy Synod give 
that the assumption is true? Let her place her 

credentials side by side with those of Rome that 
we may choose between the two. 


In calling herself the “ Original Church, 
Holy Russia ’’ must fall back on Constantinople 
to substantiate her claim, for less than a thousand 
years ago the Slav was both Barbarian and a 
heathen. Since her Christanity was derived 
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from Constantinople and a river cannot rise 
above its s« uurce, whatever Apr stolic auth ity the 
Russian Synod now possesses must assuredly 
come from the Greeks. If the Church of Russia 
whit 
Church of Constantinople, tvrannized 


the Turkish Sultan, it is because of her political 


holds herself one superior to * the poor 


over by 


greatness and not hecause of any more exalted 
dominion given to her by JESUS CHRIST. 
AN OLD STORY. 
The question then between Rome and St. Pet- 
ersburgh is a later edition of the old controversy 


between the Holy See and Constantinople. — It 


guidance of the | 


began after the 2nd General Council held at the 
latter city in the vear 381, when there being no 
Papal Legates present canon was enacted giv- 
ing the Bishop of Constantinople highest rank 
next after the Bishop of Rome, not from any 
authority Blessed 


\postolic See), but 


such derived from the 
\postles (for it was not an 
simply on political grounds “ because Constanti- 
New 


were reported in due form to Pope Damasus for 


nople is Rome.” When the proceedings 
the approval of the Apostolic See, without which 
the Acts of the Council could have no binding 
force, Pope Damasus gave a check to the world- 


lv ambition of Constantinople by refusing to 


vive his sanction to any such eanon.  Repulsed 
for the time Constantinople returned to — the 
charge at Chaleedon in 451 and got the same 
canon reanacted, giving it precedence as a Va 
triarchal Chureh, over Alexandria and Antioch, 
and placing it hext after Rome. Following the 
example of his predecessor Pope Leo, the Great, 
refused compliance. To make a long story short 
the struggle culminated in the excommunication 
of the Bishop of Constantinople by the Bishop of 
Rome five hundred and fifty vears later. Since 
time the Greeks insisted that the 


Westerns and not themselves are the real schis 


which have 
matics and if any reconciliation is to take place 
the Occident must return in sack cloth and ashes 
to the Orient. Hence the Holy Synod of Rus- 
sia’s contention that the Orthodox Churches of 
the East represent Cotholic Unity, whereas the 
Churches of the West are both schismatical and 
heretical. 
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THE FUNDAMENTAL DIFFERENCE. 

We now press home upon the judicial thought 

1 of our readers the fundamental difference be- 

tween the rival claims of supremacy always main- 

' 4 tained by Rome and in the last few generations 


with ever increasing boldness put forth by Rus- 


7 | sia. The Rock from which the Church of Rome 
j derives her deathless strength is CHRIST 

: through Peter; the rock of St. Petersburgh is 
the Czar, just as the rock of Constantinople’s 


glory, now long since departed, was Caesar. 
Pope Pius X rules the Catholic world not be- 
cause of Augustus but because Rome is the See 


of Peter, to whom CHRIST committed the keys 





? 





of His Kingdom. Tis true that the capital of the 
mighty Russian Empire, thirsting for universal 
is culled St. Peter’s-burgh, but — the 


. Peter, but Peter, the Czar. It is also true that 





the Russians have in the gloomy palace of St. 


Peter’s-burgh him whom they call the Great 


P White Pope or Father and whom they are taught 





nv : aa . 
penne 


of CHRIST, but the 


house of Romanoff, though it has in it the name 


to reverence as the Vicar 


conquest, 
foundation of her greatness is not CHRIST'S 
of the Eternal Cty on the Tiber, has not its eter- 


nal strength because its mainstay is the sword of 


Caesar and not the Cross of CHRIST. 





1. All Saints’ Day. 

2. All Souls’ Day. 

4. St. Charles Borromeo, B. C 

Mother of St. John B. 

22nd Sunday after Trinity 
Martin of Tours, B.C 

Edmund, B. C.- 
ret of Scotland, Queen. 
St. Hilda 
St. Elizabeth of Hungary, 3rd O. S. F. 
St. Edmund, K. M. 

Presentation B. V. M. 

t. Cecelia V. M. 

t. Clement P. M. 

t. Joun of the Cross. 

25. .St. Katharine V. M. 


+. St. Elizabeth, 
8. Octave of All Saints 
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Om 16. St. 
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27. St. Leonard of Port Maurice C. 
’ ciscan Saints. 
; 30. St. Andrew Ap. 
'¢ 29. First Sunday in Advent—Festival of All Fran 
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St. Gertrude V.—St. Marga- 
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POLICY OE REUNION IV. 


FROM THE VIEW POINT OF AN ENGLISH RECTOR, 





And now, to pass to the subject before us, viz., 
to Article XXNXVII. 


THE CIVIL. MAGISTRATE, 
| We must refer our readers to the Prayer 
Book for the entire text; meantime we shalt 


fasten their attention upon one particular passage 
| within it: 
“The Bishop of Rome hath no jurisdiction in 
this Realm of England.” 
1. Now, in the first place, we have to re- 
\rticle like the rest, must be 
its title which 


member that this 


understood to be governed by 
stands precisely thus: 
“OF THE CIVIL MAGISTRATES.” 

So that if we read the passage in this connee- 

tion it will run in this way,— ‘So far as it is a 
question of the Civil Magistrate, the Bishop of 
| Rome has no jurisdiction in this Realm.’ 

2. But the passage must be governed not 
merely by the title that is set over the entire 
Article but by the paragraph immediately above 
it, a paragraph which is plainly controversial, 
and the fair and therefore best way will be to set 
down the words in extenso: 

“Where we attribute to the Queen’s Majesty 
the chief government, by which Titles we undet 
stand the minds of some slanderous folks to bi 
otfended; we give not to our Princes the minist 
ering either of GOD'S Word, or of the Sacra 
ments, the -which thing the Injunctions also 
lately set forth by Elizabeth our Queen do most 


| 


| plainly testify; but that only prerogative, which 
| we see to have been given always to all Godh 

Princes in Holy Seripture by GOD Himself: 
‘that is, that they should rule all estates and de 
| grees to their by GOD, 
| whether they be Ecclesiastical or Temporal, and 
“restrain with the civil sword the stubborn anc 


committed charge 


| evil doers.” 

| Now one or two points are clear in regard to 
| this sand _ first, the passage is apologetic :and there 
were evidently some folks--the Article might have 
| safely said a vast number—who were likely to 
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misunderstand, and be offended at it. So, in ac- 
cordance with the French saying that he who 
excuses himself accuses himself, it is found neces- 
sary to put out an explanation in order to get the 
passage through; and the reader is reassured on 
hearing that what is being advanced is nothing 
new or extraordinary ; on the contrary we are re- 
ferred to Scripture and to “the 
which we see to have been given always to all 


prerogative 
Godly Princes, * * It is charitable to 
infer, then, that we have in this a reference to 
one-half of Our LORD'S express declaration 
viz.: that we are to “render unto Caesar the 
things that are Caesar's,” and since the subject 
of the Article is * The Civil Magistrate” there 
seems no reason why there should be any refer- 
ence to the other half which bids us render unto 
GOD the things which be GOD'S, or to the 
special injunction of our Saviour'’s without any 
apology to Caesar, that the scribes and Phari 
sees were to be obeyed because they sat in 
What precisely it might be that 
folks whether * slanderous ” 


Moses’ seat. 
or otherwise would 
think of such words we cannot say; but it seems 
certain that the Convocation of three years before 
(1359) would have required some more Specitic 
explanation in regard to Scripture so as to make 
it plain that nothing was being said in deroga- 
tion of St. Peter's prerogative. 

That particular Convocation which has been 
deseribed by a Protestant writer as, “the only 
Convocation of the age which is above suspicion 
of having yielded to) governmental pressure,” 
framed a deliberate declaration which it present 
ed to the Lord Keeper, but to which he forgot 
to return any answer,—a declaration the precise 
wordings of which is as follows: 

* To Blessed Peter and to his lawful successors 
in the Apostolic See, as Vicars of Christ, has 
been given the supreme power of feeding and 
ruling the Church of Christ upon earth, and of 
confirming their brethren.” 

And when to this is added the fact that at the 
same moment the great battle over the Supre- 
macy Bill was being fought out in Parliament, 
where it was vigorously resisted at every stage 
by the whole bench of Bishops, we can under- 
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stand how anxious the framers of this Article 
must have been to explain its purport and to 
prove that it meant no harm. In the event the 
Supremacy Bill was passed on Monday, May &th, 
1559, Catholic minded Churchmen, it seems, had 
had their misgivings almost from the outset ; and 
so early as the last day of the year 1558, a few 
weeks after Elizabeth's accession, the Mantuan 
envoy wrote to the Ambassador at Paris: 
“Until now [ have believed that the matters 
of religion would continue in the accustomed 


manner, Her Majesty having promised this with 
| her own mouth many times, but now [ have lost 


faith, and I see that little by little they are re- 
turning to the former bad use” (that is, as it had 
obtained under Edward V1), and the writer then 
goes on to illustrate the statement by referring to 
the famous command of the Queen to the Bishop 
of Carlisle not to elevate the Host, and tothe sac- 
rilege going on in the London Churches, owing 
to the return of the fugitives from Geneva. 

Even after this and during the passage of the 
through — the 
(ueen declined the title of Supreme Head; a title 


Supremacy — Dill Commons — the 


| the significance of which can only be appreciated 


Villth’s con- 
1532. 


The Queen's refusal seems to have irritated 


after a careful study of Henry 
troversy with the Convocation of 
the House of Commons, but the Bill, as we 
know, eventually got through. 

If it be asked how the Bill got through we fear 
it must be said that it was by ignoring the ex- 
press wishes of Convocation by marking out the 
bishops for attack from the outset, and by depriv- 
ing them of their Sees in the event. 

Cecil packed the Parliament and generally 
fitted it up for his Gwn peculiar purpose ; nor was 
there any question then of the papal excommuni- 
cation, it must be remembered: for that did not 


| take place till twelve vears after; so that it was 


only after the bishops had been deprived, and 
when the Episcopal bencli as well as the legisla- 
ture had been primed with new persons, that 
Convocation, as it is said, * 
\rticles. 
that so far as this course of action may be said 
to have separated England from the Holy See 


agreed upon” the 39 
Now we pause here to declare at once 


ete 


amen 
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the separation was affected by force, and in some 
But the free and del b- 
nol, 


instances also by fraud. 
crate the English Church ut 
whether we view it in the reign of Henry VIII 
intelligible 


act of was 


or of Elizabeth, and it is) quite an 
course for us to take when we appeal in this, as 
We sometimes have to do in other instances, from 
Philip drunk to Philip sober; and say) to our 
brethren at the present moment: “Seeing that the 
question of jurisdiction is the question of the 
hour, do not play the fool with so momentous a 
cause by applying wet rags to the surface when 
what is really wanted is the application of the 
scalpel. The 


by which the course of the Oxford Movement 


contlicts and even imprisonments 


has been punctuated throughout, represent the 


that Which was 


Supremacy Bill of 1559% it is ar 


resumption ot very. struggle 


waged over the 


effort on behalf of the Church in’ England to 
regain that freedoom which was wrenched out 
of her hands at that time: amd the Catholic 


party, as we understand it, have taken up the 


cause now where the bishops and convocation 
were compelled to lay it down then. 
said as to the atmos- 


But there ts more to he 


phere of the time; for the acts of Elizabeth ex- 
pressly refer to the authority of the First: Four 
Councils, of which the Couneil of Chaleedon is 
one, as serving to determine what is heresy and 
what is net; and it is certain that the spiritual 
jurisdiction of the Holy See was acknowledged 


Article NNAVIL must 


not be so interpreted as to contradict it. 


by that Counet) and that 
English Churchmen will do well to renember 
that they have to accept \rticle 
NNAVITL but Council I\ 


festly recognizes the spiritual jurisdiction of the 


not merely 


:andit the latter mani- 
Holy See and the former seems to deny it, it is 
the 


down, 


Article and not the Council that must stand 


In other words the Article which is on 


a lower level must not be so interpreted as to 
contradict the Council which is above it. 

3. but it is not merely the pressure of the 
movement but the whole weight of the past and 
the verdict of the future that restrains the inter- 
pretation of this passage and limits its sense. 


If we work backwards we have already seen 
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how Convocation fought for every inch of the 
ground with Henry \ [If until it was terrorised 
and betrayed into a sulky and unreal acquies- 
cence, and as Elizabeth afterwards declined to 
accept the title of Head, Henry 
Vili, in the tirst instance, had expressly declared 


Supreme so 
‘it was not intended to infringe the authority of 
the Pope.” 

\nd so in regard to the anti-papal statutes 
before the  Reformation;—although they — are 
often quoted as though their aim was to shut out 
the Holy See altogether, their intention, in fact, 
was no such thing. They did not pretend to touch 
the purely spiritual jurisdiction of that See, nor 
was that spiritual jurisdiction ever questioned 
1). and A. D. 1534: The 


very first) was a 


between x. 


507 
Keclesia Anglicana trom the 
colony of the Roman Chureh; and in regard to 
the contlicts of the Middle Ages it is as true te 
speak of regal aggression as of papal aggression ; 


sometimes encroachments came from one - side, 
but the 


throughout was how to distinguish the spiritual 


sometinies from the other; question 


jurisdiction from the temporal: to determine 
where the authority of the Church, that is, of the 
Holy See ended and where the jurisdiction of the 
State began. 

The fact we have to face, then, is that it was 
the setting up of an imperion in imperio, it was 
hecause CHIRIST established a WKigdom within 
the Roman Empire, it was this that was resented 
at the outset; and this it is that has been resent- 
ed ever since. 

4. And the action of the future upon this 
Article is perhaps more striking even than. the 


overwhecning evidence of the past. For it is too 


often forgotten, when we are bluntly censured 


for our dislovalty to the Reformation Settlement, 
that no one has unsettled that settlement mort 
than the State itself, 
that while the 
before our very eves we on our side, and only 


\nd is it to be supposed 
State continues to be transformed 


We, are ever to continue in one stay? .From this 
point of view the enterprise of Reunion repre- 
sents the necessary steps towards an adjustment 
Which is forced upon us by that process of evolu- 
tion in the temporal sphere, which has already 
transferred the executive from the monarch him- 
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self to his Parliament; which has removed one 
religious test after another, and extended the 
privilege of the suffrage to the general multi 
tude until at length men of all creeds or none at 
all are called upon, often against their own wills, 
to determine theological or ecclesiastical ques 
tions with whieh they have no concern and for 
which they bring along with them no adequate 
mental equipment. Manning pointed this out 
some thirty years ago: 

* The Royal Supremacy,” he said, “has per- 
ished by the law of mortality which consumes all 
earthly things. IT need hardly guard my words,” 
“by saving that [ spoke only of 
the The 
power of the Crown, if less absolute in its moe 


he went on, 


eclesiastical Supremacy of Crown. 
of procedure was never more supreme and never 
so widely spread as now. 
the order of 
evident 
has 


Its indefeasible pre 
Civil 


and 


rogatives in government 


have become more irresistible 


disengaged — itself 
from the monstrous pretensions of Henry VIII. 
‘= * The Tudor Statutes have almost 


in proportion as it 


passed away. The greater part) are actually 
erased from the statute book. Those that remain 
are almost equally dead. The mind of the 
country is against them. It isa 


hopeful sign that the members of the Established 
Church have come to reject these pretensions of 
the Tudor Supremacy. It is equivalent to an ad- 
mission that the Catholics were right in refusing 


it from the first.” 


If then it is said that the Church and State 
entered into a compact in the 16th Century, it 
must also be remembered that the latter has 
changed its religion and transformed its consti 
tution since those days, and proved: itself ineap- 
able of defending the Faith; which need cause no 
surprise when we remember that that is a func- 
The 


several and successive changes in the Constitu- 


tion which does not properly belong to it. 
tion all point this way: and the Chureh on her 
self defence has had to deg) with 
situation. We 
from) Cardinal 


side in mere 


the may extend our quotation 


here Manning since it) will be 
found to declare the very raison d'etre of our 


Magazine: 
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Since 1840 (he is writing in 1869) irresti- 


blecurrents of change have been working within 
the Church Establishment. 
asunder by the repulsion of two schools each 
the Angele 
Catholic and the Critical, or, to use not offensive- 


It has been parting 
tending to their ultimate analysis— 


ly but only for clearness sake, two other terms— 
the Romanising and the Rationalistic schools, 
These two forms of thought and these two intel- 
lectual tendencies, are so fully launched into ac- 
tivity that.nothing can restrain them from reach- 
ing their natural points of rest This 
development of two counter and divergent move- 
ments has now been in) operation for thirty 
vears and every successive decade has revealed 
that for the Church of England to return upon 
its past, or to retain its present attitude towards 
its own members, towards the Country, towards 
the Catholic Chureh is impossible.” 
(Essays on Religion and Literature ). 
- + 
MULTUM IN PARVO. 
Liddon has a fine passage on Reunion towards 
“Ts it but 
the indulgence of a fond dream to hope that 


the close of his last Bampton Lecture. 


a heartier, more meditative, more practical grasp 


lof the Divinity of JESUS will one day azain 
unite His children in the bonds of a restored 
unity ? 

“Is it altogether chimerical to expect that 


CHRIS1 


more clearly 


who believe to be truly 
(,0)1), will see 


that faith, and what is inconsistent with it: that 


Christians 
what is invelved in 
they will supply what is wanting or will abandon 
what is untenable in their creed and practice, so 
that before men and angels they 


may openly 


unite in the adoring confession of their Divine 


ead 7" 


“The pulse quickens, and the eyes fill with 
tears at the bare thought of this vision of peace, 
at this distant but blessed prospect of a reunited 
Christendom. 

“What dark doubts dispel! 
What deep consolations would it not shed forth 
What uld 


would it) not 


on millions of souls! fascination w 


Fd 
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Some 
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not the spectacle of concordant prayer and har- 
monious action among the servants of CHRIST 
excrt over the hearts of sinners! 
‘With what majestic energy would the rein 
vigorated Church ‘terrible as an army with ban- 
ners’ address herself forthwith to the heartier 
promotion of man’s best interests, to the richest 
development of the Christian life, to more en 


ergetic labours for the conversion of the world! 

it may be Our LORD'S purpose 
to show to His servants of this generation only 
His work and to reserve for their children. the 
vision of This glory.” 


Holy 


Vaughan in the 


\ series of papers “Concerning — the 
Bible” by Mgr. Canon T. S. 
Catholic Times a few months back are to be pub 
lished, we are glad to hear, in book form. 
Father 
Francisco, April 14, 1993, said: 
sist sending you a line to say how much | rejoice 
that 


columns to the advocacy 


Kenelm Vaughan writing from San 


‘| cannot re 
in soul to know you are Copening your 
defence of the 
Holy Seriptures, and are forth the 
Church's great love for that great book and her 


ardent desire that her children should read and 


and 


setting 


cherish it.” You see, Roman Catholics do re- 


gard the Bible as a precious book. 


Later on in the letter quoted above Fr. Vau- 
han goes on to sav: 


o 
a 


‘You are aware that for years my poor la 
hours have been, and still are, devoted to propa- 


its reading and study in the Spanish- 


gating 


speaking nations. The beautiful letters and cir- 


culars of the Spanish, South American and 
Mexican Archbishops and Bishops, referring 


with warm approval to my Biblical propaganda, 
if put into English and published would be the 
very best refutation of the horrible and ever-re 
curring charges of non-Catholics that we forbid 
the reading of the Bible to the people.” 

\rch- 
bishop of Mexico, went so far in his desire to 
propagate the Word of GOD as to name his own 
palace the depot for these holy books, and his 
secretary the agent for their circulation.” 


"The late distinguished and learned 


H 
| 
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“ The good that this precious book is doing is 


immense. | * have my Bible agents in 


| almost all the principal cities and towns in that 


| country.” 


| is a historical fact that almost every 


, who fail to distinguish between 


The great question of Bible reading, let it ever 
be remembered, is a question of proportion. It 
sect im 
Christendom is due to false interpretation and 
ignorant abuse of Scripture and “the abuse of 
the Bible by Protestants,” says Fr. Breen, “ has 
driven to the opposite extreme certain Catholics 
the use of a 
thing and its abuse.” 


Italian translation of the Gos- 
is a 


In the recent 
pels, issued from the Vatican press, there 
* Thomas 
on the study of Scripture as show- 


quotation from the beautiful chapter in 
a Wempis ” 
ing what the mind of the Church is on this sub- 
ject. Our readers should refer to their * Imita- 
tion” and refresh their memories. : 

The Psalms and the Holy Gospels are after 
all, our great books of devotion; let us read them 
on our knees and inwardly digest them in our 
hearts. 

“Lord, what love have | unto Thy law; all 

| the day long is my study in it.” : 


Phe Rome correspondent of the Lokalanzeiger 
of Berlin wires his paper of a picturesque inci- 
dent of the late Pontiff’s illness. For a long time 
a pigeon had been in the habit of flying to the 
window of the Pope's bedchamber daily to be 
fed, 
would feed from the Pontiff’s hand and allow 
him to stroke its head. 


It grew to know its gentle benefactor and 


\ few days ago it flew to the window. No one 
came to feed it and it tapped with its beak until 
the Pontiff ordered the casement opened. Then 
it flew into the room and perched on the Pope's 

| bed. Centra, the valet, was dispatched for bread 
crumbs, and the Pope fed the bird and caressed 
it. He instructed Centra to see that the bird was 
| fed daily during his illness and after his death. 
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INDULGENCES, 





BY ROMANUS. 


¢Before the Anglican Communion can be reunited 
to the Holy See it is self evident there must be ab- 
solute agreement in matters of Faith, in other words 
we must first learn to believe and heartily accept 
each and every Dogma put forth for Catholic 
acceptance by the Supreme Pontiff sitting as the 
Church's Infallible Head in the Chair of Peter. Now 
there are certain dogmas of the Holy koman Church 
which are greatly misunderstood and misrepresented 
in the popular teaching not only of Protestants but 
also of high Church Anglicans. In order that our read- 


ers may be helped to understand these more difficult - 


dogmas just as the Catholic Church herself under- 
stands them we propose to throw open our columns to 
reliable Roman Catholic writers, who are best able to 
give us the desired information. We begin the se- 
ries with the treatment of Indulgences, which pre- 
sents more difficulties to the Anglican mind we think 
than any other article of the Tridentine Faith. We 
count ourselves very fortunate in that we have se- 
cured for this worthy undertaking an English Roman 
Catholic writer of thorough scholarship. Ed. The 
Lamp.] 

| have been asked to write an explanation 07 
the Roman Catholic Doctrine of Indulgences for 
the readers of The Lamp. 
ing to this request is that it appears to be prompt- 


My reason for acced- 


ed by a pious desire to acquire accurate and defi- 
nite information on points of Faith which are 
difficult to understand, or are generally misap- 
prehended, by persons born, or living, in separa- 
tion from the Divine and inviolable unity of the 
visible Church of God. 
of any difficulty which may form an obstacle to 
those desirous of entering into unity with the 
Fold of Christ, becomes not merely the privilege 
but also the duty of everyone who is a subject of 


To assist in the removal 


the Sovereign Pontiff, regarding him as the 
Vice-Regent of. our Divine LORD JESUS 


CHRIST and the visible of the visible 
unity of the One Holy Catholic and Apostolic 
Church. Undoubtedly ever since the defection of 
the renegade Austin Friar Martin Luther, the 


centre 


doctrine of Indulgences has been used as a 
weapon wherewith of all kinds, 
chiefly by misrepresentation, have assailed the 
Christian Church. 


misbelievers 


It is therfore necessary to 


% VT OMNES UNUM SINT 






139 


the and to 


begin by showing what Indulgences are not, be- 


meet our contemners at outset 
fore we attempt the explanation of what they are. 
taken from the 


Latin /ndulgentia, which si a technical term in 


The word “ Indulgences,” ‘is 
Roman Law signifying pardon or remission. In 
this sense the werd occurs in The Vulgate, e. g., 
* The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because * * 

* he hath sent me* to preach a release to 
the captives, and deliverance to them that are 
shut up.” (Isai: 1xi, i: and St. Luke iv, 18). The 
word has, however, acquired a more precise and 
restricted signification in the language of The 
Chureh and of 
words of 


in the 
“a remis- 


theologians. By them, 
\mort, it is defined to mean 
sion of such punishment as may still be due to sin 
after the guilt and the eternal punishment have 
been remitted IW sacramental absolution, or by 
perfect contrition with desire of the Sacrament.” 
This will he explained later, it remains to state 
here what an indulgence is not and so to clear 
the ground as we go. 

1. An Indulgence is not a remission of either 
the guilt of sin, or of its eternal punishment, the 
latter being the penalty due to mortal sin until 
repented of and remitted by contrition and pen- 
ance. Nor is it possible for an unrepentant sin- 
ner to gain Indulgence at all, the state of grace 
being the first essential for gaining it. 

2. Nor does an Indulgence mean leave to in- 
dulge oneself in any way whatever, still less is 
it a permission to commit sin, as some most ig- 
norant persons have supposed, 

3. An Indulgence of a certain number of days 
or years, does nof mean that number of days or 
vears less in Purgatory. The pains of Purgatory 
are temporal, i. ¢., they will have an end, but they 
Of the 
length of their duration we know nothing beyond 
this, that we must endure them until the justice 
of the all-just GOD has been fully satisfied. In 
the Primitive Church canonical discipline 


are not measured by days and years. 


was 
very strict, and penitent sinners were required to 
perform vigorous public penances which extend- 
ed over periods measured by days or years. How 
far such penances availed to curtail the post mor- 


tem penalties of Purgatory is unknown. How 
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far the acquisition of any number of days or 
vears of Indulgence may, similarly, avail to mini 
mize the duration of our Purgatory is likewiss 
unknown. All that we know is that by penanec 
and by the gaining of Indulgences the justice of 
\lmigthy GOD) is Ilis 


by the gaining of an 


satisfied, and infinite 


merey is revealed, Indul 


gence of, for example, forty days, we obtain, as 
it were, a commutation of forty days of canonical 
penance, the indulgence being regarded by the 
Church as the equivalent of forty days penanes 
and having the same spiritual effect. But what 
that effect may be is not known. 

4. Lastly, an Indulgence cannet be bought for 
money, neither can it be sold, it is not a market- 
able commoedityY To attempt to buy or sell an 
Indulgence would involve beth vendor and pur 
chaser in the sin of Simon Magus, and in the 
heaviest ecclesiastical penalties and censures. To 
gain an Indulgence certain spiritual dispositions, 
Which no money can purchase, are essential. Of 
When historians and 
others write of “ The Sale of Indulgences ” hy 


these we shall treat later. 


Tevzel, they display an ignorance of the subject 
Wholly inexcusable.* The giving of alms may 
be imposed as one of the conditions for gaining 
an Indulgence, but it cannot be the only condi- 
tion, Nor is it the most important condition, 


for that is entirely spiritual. 


*That abuses crept in, owing to the custom, since 
abolished, of allowing the questors a commission on 
the amount of alms collected by during the 
publication of great or special Indulgences, 
admitted. The Holy 
took measures to 


abuses, 


them 
is freely 
Trent 
such 


the Council of 
prevent the 


See and 


recurrence Of 


(To be continued), 


a oe pasa 


The recent census of churches and sehools in 
Uganda Protectorate, taken at the instance of th 
British Commissioner, reveals the remarkab! 
fact that there are 1.070 church buildings. hav 
ing a seating capacity of 126.831, with an aver 
All this ina 
country were the first baptism took place only 

told that 
Holy Cross 


age Sunday attendance of 52,471. 


twenty vears ago, and vet) we are 
foreign missions are not a success! 


Magazine. 
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THE EDITOR’S MAIL BAG. 


4 “SCHISM.” 
To the Editor of The Lamp: 

Sir.—Since you permit correspondents of various 
shades of opinion to contribute to your columns, per- 
haps you will allow me to say a word on the subject 
of schism. One of your subscribers deplores the 
fact that “the Church of England is’ in Schism.” 
What does he mean? Schism (Schisma) signifies a 
tear, or division, or a dissension. It also denotes 
party spirit among Christians, and as such is strong- 
ly reprobated by St. Paul. But a graver schism is 
that which causes an outward separation from the 
visible unity of the. church. In the Summa of St. 
Thomas Aquinas, the Saint thus describes schis- 
matics: —" They are those persons who, of their own 
will and intention, sever themselves from the unity 
of the Church. This unity consists in the union of 
the members with each other, and of all the members 
with the head. This head is CHRIST, whose repre- 
sentative upon earth is the Sovereign Pontiff. Among 
therefore, the name of schismatics is 
commonly given to those persons who refuse to sub- 
mit to the Supreme Pontiff and to hold communion 
with the members of the Church subject to him.” St. 
Thomas goes on to explain the difference between 
heresy and schism. Heresy, he says, is opposed to 
Faith, schism to charity, and although all heretics 
are schismaties since loss of Faith causes ipso facto 
separation from the unity of the Church, all schis- 
matics must not be classed as since men 
may, through anger, pride, ambition, ete., separate 
from the Church and yet hold the whole cycle of 
Christian Doctrine. The Saint then quotes St. Je- 
rome’s commentary on Titus tii., “Schism, at the 
beginning, may be understood as something different 
from heresy, but there is no schism which does not 
invent some heresy for itself, in order to justify its 
falling away.” 


theologians, 


heretics 


Loss of charity is thus the way to 
loss of Faith, in other words schism is the road to 
heresy. 

If so much is admitted, and it is abundantly cor- 
roborated by scriptural and Patristic testimony, it is 
obvious that the state of schism is a dangerous and 
sinful one, and that it is consequently the duty of 
everyone who becomes aware that he is living in a 
state of schism to get out of that unhappy condition 
with all speed. A religious 


which is in a state of 


denomination 
formal schism cannot be, in 
any sense, a man’s true spiritual mother, or deserv- 
ing of his adhesion or loyalty. 


body or 


It is rather a water- 
logged and sinking ship which, if it do not drag him 
down with it as it founders, can never bear him safe- 
ly to the Haven where he would be. He should, 
therefore, seek for the Ark of Salvation, wherein is 
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the Oracle of Divine Revelation, and there he will 
find safety and rest and be able to save his soul by 
Faith, Hope and Charity. 
I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
LANDAFF. 
Chelsfiewt, Kent, . 
19 August, 1903. 
THE REPLY. 

GOD forbid that we should palliate the awtul na- 
ture of schism or justify any individual or body of 
Christians in willingly acquiescing in its existence, 
for schism in the Body of CHRIST means rebellion 
against Divine authority and such “rebellion is as the 
sin of witchcraft’ and stubborn persistence there 
in “is as iniquity and idolatry.” (1 Sam. 15, 23.) But 
there is the width of the Antipodes between those 
rebels, who originally made the schism and their 
ecclesiastical descendants who hundred 
years after finding themselves because of the sins 
of their forefathers in a state of separation from the | 
commonwealth of Isreal deliberately set themselves | 
to terminate schism, calling upon the righteous 
powers of heaven and earth to help them cast the 
mountain of difficulty into the yawning gult of divi 
sion and so repair the breach. In the supreme strug- 
gle that is before us to realize Church Unity they | 
who would judge righteous judgment will do well to | 
remember what GOD once whispered in the ear of 
the Prophet Samuel: “ The LORD seeth not as man 
seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance 
but the LORD /ooketh om the fieart. (1 Sam. 14,7). 

As far as visible communion with the See of Peter 
is concerned a man might be in schism and yet GOD | 
looking on his heart and reading there the story of 
passionate love for the Catholic Church and the 
Vicar of CHRIST, might proclaim him in the High 
Court of Heaven a very Apostle of Unity. On the 
other hand one might be in the visible Unity of the 
Catholic Church and yet tor lack of Charity be in 
the sight of GOD an arch-schismatic. 

JESUS said: “Other sheep | have which are not 
of this fold; them also I must bring, and they shall 
hear my voice; and there shall be One Fold and One 
Shepherd.” (St. John 10,16). Now how shall this 
prophecy of final Chureh Unity be fulfilled?) How 
shall CHRIST bring the vast multitude of His seat 
tered sheep into the One Fold of the Catholic 
Church? 

Sheep are essentially gregarious, even stray sheep 
in their wanderings flock together. And where the 
leaders go the herd almost blindly follows. And that 
men in this regard are like sheep the history of re- 
ligious movements, denominations and 
abundantly illustrate. Is it not therefore reasonable 
to suppose that the Good Shepherd in bringing home | 
His wandering sheep to the Fold of Peter will deal 


several 





divisions 


tat 


with them according to their nature and not lead 
them back one by one, calling out from the common 
herd one here and there another, but will deal with 
them gregariously, gradually little by little with con- 
summat.e patience and skill drawing, wooing them 
down from the mountains and calling them out of the 
deserts, first in tiny groups; then in larger companies, 
growing into herds, gathering in momentum, swell- 
ing into flocks, just as tiny streams run into brooks 
and brooks into rivulets and rivulets into rivers, 
swelling and expanding as their accumulated waters 
We lay this 
down as a self evident proposition, individual con- 
verts to Rome can never make Catholic Unity; the 
fulfilment of CHRIST'S words (and they cannot 
fail) involves of necessity Corporate Reunion. 


rush resistlessly onward to the sea. 


Accepting this as our basic proposition we now 
proceed to lay down certain corallaries for the guid- 
ance of Anglo-Catholics. 

Corallary No. 1. In His vast plan of bringing the 
other sheep “into the Unity of Peter's Fold GOD'S 
special purpose for the Anglican Church is Corporate 
Reunion with the Holy See. 

Corallary No. 2. The Divine method of accom- 
plishing this is by the operation of the law known 
in natural science as “reversion to type” and which 
is now working itself out in the so-called Oxford 
movement, said movement being nothing less than 
the gradual return of the Church of England as an 
organic body, to her original position of filial sub- 
mission at the feet of St. Peter's successor. 

Corallary No. 3. After seventy years of doctrinal 
development the Catholic Revival within the Angli- 
can Church has produced a Roman or Papal Party, 
openly advocating Keunion with the Holy See. 

Corallary No. 4. The members of this party justi- 
ty their position es Catholic Loyalists in a Schis- 
matic Body on the cround that their mission is from 
GOD, for if the ; arty itself has been raised up of 
GOD to reconcie the Anglican Communion to the 
centre of Unity then the individual members, who 
constitute the Party. and are faithful to its principles 
are doing the will of the Most High and thereby best 
securing their own salvation. Neither can they be 
justly charged with schism, seeing that the very 
raison d'etre of the party's existence is to put an end 
to sehism. 

It will be noted that the Earl of Landaff in the 
foregoing letter quotes St. Thomas Aquinas as defin- 
ing schismatics to be “those persons who, of their 
own will and intention, sever themselves from the 
Unity of the Church.” This definition of the Angel- 
ie Doctor squares well with the statement of the 
Rey. Arthur Lloyd quoted in the September Lamp: 
“Schismaticous est, non qui cst im schismate, sed gui 
schisma factt (A schismatic is not he. who is in 
schism, but he who makes a schism.) As an Angli 
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ocean would abandon “a water-logged and sinking 


can | may be in schismate (in schism), but I am not 
gui schisma facit (one who makes a schism), there- 
fore | am not schismaticus (a schismatic).” To use 
an apt Illustration a wife wilfully separates from her 
husband taking her infant children with her thus 
creating a family schism, she rightfully deserves to 
be called a schismatic; but the youngest of the chil- 
dren coming to years of 





deseretion while feeling 
bound to cling to his motRer and so remain in schism, 
labors night and day to bring about a reconciliation 
and heal the breach, such an one could not justly be 
called a schismatic 

The Holy Scriptures both of the Old and the New 
Testaments teem with ilustrations and proofs which 
we can fall back upon as need requires 
position. 

The schism of the Ten Tribes in the time of King 
Rehoboam is most fruitful of illustration. The fear- 
ful sin of him, who makes a schism, is shown in the 
judgment of GOD upon Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, 
who made Israel to rebel and set up a schismatic 
throne and altar against the throne of David and the 
altar of the LORD at Jerusalem. “Therefore, be- 
hold, I will bring evil upon the house of Jeroboam, 
and will cut off from Jeroboam every male descen- 
dant and will take away the remnant of the house of 
Jeroboam, as a man taketh away dung, till it is all 
gone.” (1 Kings 14.10.). The Jeroboam of Anglo- 
Israel was Henry VIII. How ruthless was the judg 
ment of GOD upon the House of Tudor. Edward, 
Mary. Elizabeth all die without issue and the seed of 


to justify our 


the Arch-Schismatic becomes utterly extinet. More- 
over those nobles, who shared in Menry’s guilt by 
accepting the spoils of the church, suffered a terrible 
blight in their offspring and their houses too for the 
most part have been wholly wiped out 

But what was GOD'S attitude towards Israel in 
schism, did he refuse to own them any longer as 
“the tribes of His inheritance,” were they placed be- 
yond the pale of salvation? How often speaking 
through His prophets did GOD reiterate the con 
trary. Because Isreal was in schism were all Israel- 
ites schismatics? If so then Elijah, the greatest of 
Old Testament prophets and the Father of the Car 
melites was a schismatic, for-he was born an Israel- 
ite and he never repudiated his birthright to seek 
admission into the tribe of Judah. He was the min- 
ister of GOD in a rebellious house but be himself 
Was never a rebel against the LORD'S anointed. He 
preached to Israel the word of GOD but did he ever 
say to any of the taithtul remnant come out from this 
schismatic body, disown your heritage in Ephraim 
and transfer your citizenship to Jerusalem? You 
will search all the Hebrew prophets in vain for any 
such message. 

Our correspondent urges the members of the Ro- 
man Party to forsake Anglo-Israel as a crew in mid- 





| thee escape ere the ship founders.” 


ship.” In Newman and Manning's day many Angli- 
cars lost faith in the Church of England and did flee 
as they thought from a sinking ship, but we, thank 
GOD, entertain no such fear. Yet we must not boast 
for even Elijah once dispaired of Israel in the face of 
what appeared to him a universal apostacy and he 
asked that he might die “O LORD,” he prayed, “take 
away my life; for the children of Israel have for- 
saken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and 
slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I 
only, am left, and they seek my life to take it away.” 
(1 Kings 19,10). How did GOD answer His prophet? 
Did He say: “Come, | will send thee to preach unto 
Judah, for Israel is a sinking ship. I would have 
Not so, but— 
“Go, return on thy way to the wilderness of Damas- 
cus * * * Yet I have left Me seven thousand in Israel, 
all the knees which have not bowed the knee unto 
Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him.” 

E:ckiel’s vision of the Valley of Dry Bones and 
how they revived under the breath of the HOLY 
SPIRIT is a most realistic description of the Catho- 
lic Revival which is now taking place in the Angli- 
can Communion. “Then He said unto me; son of 
man these bones are the whole house of Israel: be- 
hold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is 
lost; we are cut off for our parts. Therefore pro- 
phesy and say unto them: Behold, O my people, I 
will open your graves and cause you to come up out 
of your graves, ete., ete. (Ezek. 37,14). 

Now note what intmediately follows at the end 
of the same chapter: 

“Moreover, thou son of man, take thee one stick 
and write upon it, For Judah, and for the Children of 
Istacl his companions: then take another stick, and 
write upon it, For Joseph, the stick of Ephriam and 
for all the House of Israel, his companions: and 
join them one to another into one stick; and they 
shall become one in thine hand * * * Thus saith the 
LORD GOD; Behold, | will take the Children of Is- 
rac! from among the heathen, whither they be gone. 
and will gather them on every side* * * * and I will 
make them one nation * * * and they shall be no 
more two nations, neither shall they be divided into 
two kingdoms any more at all. And David, my ser- 
vant, shall be king over them and they shall all have 
one shepherd.” . 

Turning to the New Testament let us fasten our at- 
tention upon the account Our LORD gives of a cer- 
tain man, who went down from Jerusalem to Jericho 


| and fell among thieves, who stripped and wounded 


him and departed leaving hintehalf dead. What a 
graphic description of the fate of the English Church 
in her down grade course from Catholic Jerusalem 
‘Reme) to the Jericho of Protestantism. That the 
Anglican Church fell among thieves, who robbed her 
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through the service immovable, his eyes fixed on the 
right royally and left her stripped, and half dead is 
most emphatically true. It is also true that the 
Roman priest and levite have passed by on the other | 
side, regarding the Anglican body as fit only to die | 
and “the wish being father to thought” have not 
ceased to prophesy its speedy dissolution. But the 
last seventy years have seen the Good Samaritan Our 
LORD JESUS CHRIST, bending over this prostrate 
Church, binding up its wounds and pouring in the oil 
and wine of sacramental grace. sow tue thing to 
be noted just here is that in Our LORD'S time the 
Samaritans were in schism, worshipping GOD on 
Mount Gerizim in rivalry and opposition to the true 


‘worship at Jerusalem. Yet it is our LORD, as a 


Samaritan, i. e., one who is in schism, who comes to 
rescue the perishing and uplift the fallen Church of 
England. CHRIST can never be a schismatic, yet 
when the whole human race was in schism, and nay, 
worse, cut off and expelled from the presence of GOD 
through sin, He becomes the son of man, calls Him- 
self one of us and by identification with the schis- 
matics, makes an atonement for our sin and recon- 
ciles us to GOD. 

It is only another chapter in the story of Redeem- 
ing Love that JESUS as the Good Samaritan should 
come to save our fallen Church, after Rome had ex- 
communicated us, which sentence we richly deserved 
and we do not altogether blame the Roman Priest- 
hood and laity for passing us by on the other side. 
That the English Church is not by this time wholly 
dead and buried is through no merits of her own, we 
have only the merits and mercies of CHRIST to 
thank for the Anglican revival. But now that GOD 
has visited His Anglo-Israel, the last act in the great 
drama of her restoration to Catholic Unity is. still 
to be enacted. “He set him on his own beast, and 
brought him to an inn and took care of him.” The 
inn of course is the Catholic Church from which the 
Church of England departed at the Reformation. The 
Good Samaritan’s “own beast,” on which is to rest 
the heavy burden, of bringing the Anglican Commun- 
ion once more into the visible unity of the Catholic 
Church is the Roman Party. In doing so we will no 
doubt bear the reproach of our Master, but the mis 
sion is a sublime one and the reward is great in 
in heaven. 





The Jerusalem of our day is Holy Church, the out- 
ward and visible Church Catholic. A net she is full 
of good and bad, a field green with tares and wheat, 
a floor laden with grain and chaff. In her the not- 
good are bad, the not-wheat is tares, the not-grain 
is chaff; in her they all are, but some of them are 
not of her; all borne with today, but some not to- 
morrow. Each of us inevitably is either good or else 
bad, is wheat or else a tare, is grain or else chaff.— 
Christina G. Rossetti. 
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| unlikely an event as could possibly happen. 
| sixty years of age, too old to take in a completely 





145 


THE WELSH CONVERT. 


It has often been a matter of surprise to those 
who are interested in the work of Catholic missions 
in Wales that so few Welsh people are converted 


| to the Faith: a conversion among them is a very 


rare occurrence; so much so that we are accustom- 
ed to say: “It requires more than a miracle to con 
vert a Welshman.” And yet there linger among 
the Welsh many Catholic traditions and customs. 
Many of them, for instance, have great faith in holy 
water, and will come to ask for it if any one is sick 
in the house; and for the most part they are inten- 
sely prejudiced against Catholics. There are, how- 
ever, here and there very notable exceptions, and a 
Welshman once thoroughly convinced and convert- 
ed, is a treasure of faith and firmness. 

For several years after the opening of the Fran- 
ciscan Mission in Pontypool, an elderiy woman of 
uncouth appearance, with dark tanned face and 
hard features, used to come in an impulsive, des- 
ultory way and at all sorts of odd times, to the 
church, and entreat to have her confession heard, 
and to be allowed to receive Holy Communion, with- 
out a moment's delay, as if it were a matter of life 
and death. She accounted for her appearance at 
specially inconvenient times by telling the Fathers 
that her husband was a Welshman, and so “con- 
trary” that she could only get to church by stealth 
when he was out of the way. Once she appearea 
at six o'clock in the evening, having fasted all day, 
waiting for an opportunity to get out, and could 
hardly be persuaded to go away without having her 
desire gratified. The poor when in 
church, used to pray with such fervor that one was 
always reminded of the words ot our Lord; “The 
kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the vio- 
lent bear it away.” It seemed as if her dark face 
were transformed into a power that must draw down 
an answer and could not be denied. Her prayers 
were for her husband's conversion, which seemed as 
He was 


creature, 


new world of ideas, and so bitterly opposed that he 
could scarcely bear to hear the name of Catholic. 
It chanced, however, to the woman's astonishment, 
that he offered one Christmas Day to go with her 
to High Mass. She accompanied him, trembling. 
but with a lurking joy in her heart, as she said, for 
she felt it could only be an inspiration from above 
that had prompted him to this unexpected step. 
After the Mass, there followed the Beneaiction of 
the Blessed Sacrament. The husband, whose name 
was William Jones, a fine, tall, stout man, with 
grey head, long flowing white beard, and remarkably 
intelligent face, with a grave, earnest expression, sat 
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altar and on the priest. his wife knelt in an agony 
of prayer by his side, The service over, they went 
home in and for 
between them on the subject: the man sat 
mending his umbrellas trade), 
grave and thoughtful, whilst the woman went about 
watching him, but, 
as she said. her heart was praying all the time. 

One afternoon, a few after this Christmas 
Day. Father Elizear chanced to pass their house, 
and, to the old lady's astonishment her husband 
called after him, entreating 
He of course complied; the poor man 
him a chair, and then some- 
what shyly said: “Oh, sir, will you be so kind as to 
explain something that happened when. I 
your Church on Christmas Day?” 

“Certainly, and with great pleasure,” 
Father. 

“Well, sir, you took a shining thing out of that 
little cupboard on the altar, and lifted it high up, 
and set it where all the folks could see it; and when 
I looked up at it I saw the figure of a beautiful little 
boy in the middle of it. It beautiful 
little man I ever saw, and I'd like to Know how you 
made that 

Father Elizear “was much struck; he 
and felt that our 
have appeared to him = as the 
was 


silence, some days not a word 
passed 
(for such was his 


her household duties, scarcely 


days 
went to the door and 


him to enter. 
closed the door, gave 


was in 


replied the 


Was the most 


representation.” 

saw the man 
Blessed 
remon- 


was 
Lord 
strance Benediction; 
so he took down from the shelf the well-worn Bible, 
and read, in the Protestant version, as it stood there, 


deeply in earnest, 
must 


raised on the throne for 


the sixth chapter of St. John’s Gospel, explaining as 
he went on, about the gift of the Bread of Life, and 


how Our Lord's promise of it was fulfilled in the 
Blessed Sacrament. Jones listened with folded 
hands, and tears streaming down his cheeks. Here 


was what he had sought 
sect after another in the 
give it to him. 


for so long, and tried one 
vain hope that they could 
There was no hesitation, no question- 
ing, no difficulty in his full, tree acceptance of the 
truth. The light of Faith straight 
mimi without a cloud to intercept it. 


shone into his 
He begged at 
once to be instructed and received into the church. 
Day after day he came, catechism in hand, and 
eagerly, and with the simplicity of a child, drank in 
those holy, beautitul truths: and on the Feast of St. 
Patrick, a little more than two moaths after his won- 
derful vision, he was baptized. His desire to receive 
Holy Communion was almost overbalanced by the 
dread of his receiving his Lord unworthily; and, 
when the morning came that this great privilege 
was to be his, and he was to feed upon his God, he 
approached the altar with trenibling steps, his face 
bathed in tears of penitence and joy. It so happened 
the same morning a little child of ten years old 
made his First Communion at the same Mass, and 
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they knelt side by side, the grey-headed man, so 
far on life’s journey, and the little child just enter- 
ing upon it; and it was hard to say which of the 
two had the most child-like heart, for, if ever there 
was one of whom it might be said late In life, “Ot 
such is the kingdom of heaven,” it was this convert. 
He lived about seven years after this the life of a 
saint, and his death was such that every one who 
witnessed its approach might well say. “May my 
last end be like his!” 

One pain and regret alone troubled his soul—that 
he had not known the truth sooner, and so had a 
longer time to serve his Lord, instead of. wandering 
outside the fold for so many years. 

One day Father Elizear told him the parable of 
the Laborers in the Vineyard—how that some were 
called early in the morning, and others not till even- 
ing, yet all received the same reward; whereupon he 
himself up, saying eagerly, “Give me my 
crucifix; give me my cruifix!” And in a rapture of 
devotion he kissed it again and again, repeating. 
“Even at the eleventh hour; even at the eleventh 
hour!” 

The wife who had been so unwearied in her pray- 
ers for her husband's conversion, now they were so 
tully answered, seemed scarcely able to understand 
the height of spirituality to which he had reached, 
and fancied the devil must be puffing him up with 
pride; and therefore, all through his last sufferings, 
when everyone else was edified by his extreme 
patience and humility, she thought it her duty to 
perpetually warn him, and, with ominous shakings of 
her head, reiterated again and again, “William, be- 
ware of pride!’ This he answered only by a look 
of the meekness and Father 
Elizear was with him when he died. He had receiv- 
ed the Holy Viaticum and the last absolutions, the 
prayers for the dying had been said, and he lay calm 
and still, except for his labored breathing, which 
grew fainter and fainter, until those around him 
fancied it had ceased, when suddenly he raised him- 
self up, his face glowing and his eyes kindling, and 
exclaimed: “Oh, that beautiful light! that beautiful 
light!” and then sank back and expired.—Catholic 
Home Companion. 


raised 


greatest sweetness. 


eieinial e ~ 


“To side with truth is noble, when we share her 
wretched crust, 

Ere her cause brings fame and profit, and ‘tis prosperous 
to be just; 

Then it is the brave man chooses, while the coward 
stands aside, 

Doubting in his abject spirit, till his Lord is crucified 

And the multiiude make virtue of the faith they had 
denied.” 


Lowell. 
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LETTERS ABOUT THE CATHOLIC | 
FAITH. 


BY A RELIGIOUS, 


LETTER NO. 1, ON TILE INVOCATION OF SAINTS 


My dear Frances: 
You have expressed to me your seruple with 
regards to saying the Rosary, and otherwise 
invoking the Saints of GOD in praver, and i 
promised to tell you some of the thoughts which 
have helped me in the past over the same diff- 
culty, for [have gone through all that vou relate. 
| have often pondered over the mystery that 
seems to underlie the simplest form of prayer, 1. 
e. the asking GOD for those things which we 
need, * as well for our souls as for our bodies’ 
GOD, we (ood 


cognizance of every need, no matter how trifling: 


know, is our Father, taking 
and not only for us, but for all His Creatures, 
for not a sparrow falleth to the ground without 
Him: He clothes even the lilies of the field with 
loveliness. He is generous and lavish beyond 
our power of comprehension, in the love with 
which He pours out His good gifts upon His 
children; and vet, if we may say so reverently, 
He seems to have bound Himself by some law 
His Provi 
dence by which He is always caring even for the 


that beyond the ordinary gifts of 


_most unworthy of His creatures, making H's 


sun to shine on the evil and the good, and send- 
ing rain on the just and the unjust, | say beyond 
this ordinary care He seems to give only in re 
sponse to some request either directly offered by 
the soul, or vicariously offered for her by some 
other. More than this, the gift seems regulated 
by the degree of faith with which it is asked. 
We see both illustrated in Our LORD'S public 
ministry; in almost every case He first drew out 
a request. “ What wilt thou that I should do 
unto thee?’ and having heard the praver He 
distinctly stated that it was governed -by the 
degree of faith with which it was offered.“ Ac- 
cording to thy faith be it done unto thee.” “Thy 
faith hath made the whole.” It has been beauti- 
fully said that faith is, as it were, a vessel which 
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* iOD fills in every case, the gift being regulated 
by the size of the vessel. | am sure you remem- 
her the many promises of Our LORD to the 
prayer of faith, that with faith even as a grain of 
mustard seed we could remove mountains, and 
obtain whatsoever we should ask of GOD in Fis 
Name. 1 
of those 


\nd we remember the Seripture record 
who took Him at his word; how St. 
Peter was wonderfully delivered from prison at 
the praver of the Church, how his own faith was 
that he walked upon the water, and 
raised the dead; how “ Stephen, full of faith and 
power, did many wonders and miracles among 
the people * and how St. Pauk and many others 
did the same. 


so great 


And this was accomplished — by 
men who were still compassed by the frailty of 
the flesh. St. James who gives us much valuable 
instruction on the praver of faith reminds us that 
Klijah, who was a man of like passions as our- 
sevles, praved earnestly that it might not rain; 
and it rained not upon the earth for the space of 
three vears and six months, and then again at his 
prayer it rained. 

\part from Holy Seripture too throughout 
the ages what a constant succession of -miracles 
the Church has witnessed, through the prayers 
of her children on earth! St. Augustine plucked 
by the pravers of his holy mother from the mire 
of sin to become one of the brightest jewels in 
the Church's diadem: the lepers healed by the 
prayers of St. Francis and by his loving kiss, 
and numberless others too many to mention. St. 
Bernard tells us that he could say with all rever- 
ence that he had never in his life asked GOD 
earnestly for anything without obtaining it; and 
there have been children of GOD, never cano- 
nized, who perhaps could have said the same. 

Nh.” vou will say, “that is just it, I] don’t 
Why 
should we 

need any one to intercede for us except our 
LORD? Isn't He our great High Priest and 
Intercessor 7” - Yes! we can go directly to GOD. 
There is no soul so ignorant, no child so weak 
that he is shut out from the Heart of GOD. [ 
know of a child who said one morning to her 
| mother, “ Oh mamma, I was so sick in the night, 


see why we need the prayers of the Saints. 
can't we go directly to GOD, why 
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I woke up with such a bad pain, and I asked 
GOD to help me, and make me well, and He did, 
and then | thanked him!" That little one, with 
unerring instinet, had found her way to her 
\nd 
vet, though this is true, our daily experience is 
St. James tells 


The truth is 


Father's Heart and obtained her request. 
that we “ask and obtain not.” 
us why—hecause we ask amiss. 
that though it is easy to talk about the “ pray- 
er of faith.” it is one of the most difficult secrets 
of the spiritual life, because in it-is involved the 
whole of our inner relationship to GOD. 

We are the sons of GOD, Ele is our Loving 
Father who longs to bless us, and give us every 
good gift we can desire; we ought to be able to 
look up to Him with a bright joyous confidence 
in His goodness, sure of His willingness to grant 
our requests. But if we live, not like sons, but 
like disobedient servants, such a mental attitude 
is difficult and sometimes impossible. 


* Beloved.” said St. John, “if our hearts con- 
demn us not, then have we confidence toward 
GD It our lives were innocent, and our 


hearts as pure as that of the little child T men 
tioned, we would not find it so hard to put our- 
selves in an attitude of filial trust and loving con- 
fidence. 

The chief obstacle to our prayer then is a lacix 
of obedience and innocence in our lives, a lack 
Will of GOD 


as our own highest good, and growing out of 


of filial love and devotion to the 


these, a servile spirit, which knows not how t 
trust itself to the But 
merciful is Since 


Divine Croodness. how 


our Heavenly lather! our 
lives make it so hard for us to approach hin 
with the right dispositions He will accept them 
from others on our behalf. The truth of this is 
felt instructively by all, for everyone who is in 
earnest about his) spiritual life relies more or 
less on the prayers of others, his Parish Priest 
or Confessor, some Religious for whom he feels 
respect, or some friend to whom he looks up as 
holier than himself. Most people invoke their 
friends, in other words. It is hardly necessary 
to dwell on the truth that the Saints, as having 
attained to the perfection of the Blessed, and as 


being with GOD in Heaven, are those who are 
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most able to pray for us with perfect disposition, 
and as being so pleasing to GOD, are sure to 
obtain their requests. Why then do you not ask 
them to pray for you. 





ALL SAINTS. 
They are flocking from the East 
And the West, 
They are flocking from the North 
And the South, 
Every moment setting forth 
From realm of snake or lion, 
Swamp or sand, 
Ice or burning; 
Greatest and least, 
Palm in hand 
And praise in mouth; 
They are flocking up the path 
To their rest, 
Up the path that hath 
No returning. 


Up the steeps of Zion 

They are mounting, 

Coming, coming, 

Throngs beyond man’s counting; 

With a sound 

Like innumerable bees 

Swarming, humming . “a 

Where flowering trees 

Many-tinted, 

Many-scented, 

All alike abound 

With honey— 

With a swell, 

Like a blast upswaying, unrestrainable 

From a shadowed dell 

To the hill-tops sunny— 

With a thunder, 

Like the ocean when in strength, 

Breadth and length 

It sets to shore; 

More and more, 

Waves on waves redoubled pour 

Leaping, flashing to the shore 

(Unuke the under drain of 
ground 

For all its roar.) 
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They are thronging 

From the East and West 

From the North and South, 

Saints are thronging, loving, longing, 
To their land of rest, 

Palm in hand 

And praise in mouth. 


—Cristina G. Rosetti. 








































